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certain selected people writing a chapter.    Lady
J-----entered with great zeal into the project,
and it appears that she and her brother have both written instalments ; so have Louis, Fanny, and Belle, and I believe an epilogue and prologue are also in hand. I am not sure how many chapters there will be, nor do I yet know how it will turn out; but from bits that Louis has read or told to me, I am sure it will be very amusing, apart from the present fun it has given in writing. Moreover, I have just now heard Fanny's chapter read aloud; it is very clever and most entertaining, an account of the reception of last Tuesday, told in a most absurd and successful parody of Ouida's manner.
September 3.
A BUSY week.    I believe I did not mention that the Curafoa was in harbour, which always means a certain amount of gaiety.    On
Sunday we had  Lady J------ and  some other
people to tea, and on Monday we all went to the opening, delayed from Saturday, of Papauta School. There was a large gathering of people, and the whole place was beautifully decorated
with coco-leaves, ferns, and flowers ; Lady J------
made a really excellent speech ex tempore with the greatest ease, and I envied her with all my heart. I have said before, and I cannot help repeating, that such an accomplishment seems to me most valuable and delightful. When the